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ARADHANA 2025

Dearest Daddylu

As Aradhana ends,

I find myself thinking not
about what we did,

but about what | felt.

I'm left holding a week full of moments

that felt like whispers from you;

small moments that felt like your presence woven
through our days.

Aradhana Has Arrived

Each year, Aradhana begins long before the schedule
says it does.

It starts before the clock strikes or the date changes
on the calendar.

It begins with sound.

It begins with the laughter of children carrying pots
of plants from the nursery, with the first thread of
Sai namam floating in the air,

soft as breath, steady as time, with the clinking of
huge vessels and the rattle of Annaprasadam trolleys
rolling down

the tar road.

These sounds rise like a chorus,
and suddenly, without any announcement,
Aradhana begins.

The Small Choices That Bring Us
Home

Many Gurubandhus save throughout the year just to
attend this week-long gathering.

Many temptations turned down,

every leave carefully saved.

Even on the hardest days at work,
they still show up,
to save every leave possible to be with you.

Being in Shirdi for Aradhana
is the result of hundreds of quiet choices.

Nothing grand, nothing dramatic,

just deeply intentional, loving steps

taken throughout the year to spend a few days at
your feet.

Mandir as an Extension of Saipatham

Going to the mandir these last few days felt like walking
into another dimension of Saipatham.

| kept seeing the same familiar faces in the long queues,
smiling silently at one another in front of Baba, inside
Dwarakamai, and around the corner from Chavadi.

Hearing our namam inside the samadhi mandir always
made my heart smile in recognition.

We rarely speak inside the temple premises,

yet our silent presence beside one another feels like home.
There is an unspoken understanding.

We stand there for the same reason,

drawn by the same love,

held together by the same thread: you.

Offering You What Is Already
Yours

Offering naivedyam often felt surreal.
This entire life, everything | have, is your prasad.

And yet, every morning and evening,

| take a small portion of that very prasad
and stand before you whispering in my heart,
“I offer back to you what has

always been yours.”

A drop of the ocean returned to the ocean.



Satsang as a Mirror

Morning and evening satsangs were filled with
wholehearted laughter.

Your voice, full, warm and intimately familiar,

and that deep chuckle seemed to rise from the
speakers as if you were sitting right there with us.

You spoke of simple, practical things with the
tenderness of a father.

Then, with the same ease, you spoke of states of
consciousness | doubt we fully understood
yet all of us enjoyed.

The new songs, the soft visuals on the screen,
each felt like a garland at your feet.

Those satsangs felt like home, as though you
were right here with us, continuing a
conversation that never truly ended.

At times it felt like you were speaking

directly to the quietest corners of our being.

The Kitchen: Where Love Takes
Form

The kitchen was the heart of this Aradhana.
Every meal felt like a blessing,

like a small festival unfolding on a plate.

Each time, we walked in with the same curiosity.

“What's special today?”

The joy of tasting fresh organic food, the

mystery of identifying ingredients, the

playful chants of the mobile-serving kids,

the aunties jumping queues with heroic
determination, the warm, exhausted smiles of our
chefs, the blackboard menus written with colourful
care;

each detail carried its own story.

All of this became the background music

of the Annaprasadam hall.

This was where we gathered as one family,
plate in hand and heart open.

This was the real flavour of Annaprasadam.
Food made with love truly tastes different.

No wonder, Daddy. Every night we went to sleep

thinking, “I wonder what will be for lunch
tomorrow.”

When Devotion Turns Into a Garden

Your one gentle sentence, that you did not like plucking
flowers, has quietly transformed the way we decorate.
What began as a simple preference has grown into an
entire philosophy of beauty without harm.

Living plants, sustainable materials,

traditional weaving techniques, leaf-weaving
workshops, reusable décor shared across satsang
centres; all of it shaped this year’s Aradhana
into a kind of wonderland.

Mushrooms, birds, creepers, flowers;

alive, playful, tender; a dreamland grown from
devotion, a world built by love, not waste.

It felt as though we were walking inside a story, one
written by nature and guided by your smile.

The Children Who Carry the
Future

The little ones running around the empty medical
camp in the evenings,

hugging each other for warmth in the cold,
inventing games only they understand.

Their laughter fills the air with a brightness nothing
else can create.

These small, simple joys, these secret adventures,
add colour, movement, and sparkle to these days.
One day, these tiny moments will become the
stories of their beautiful childhood.

What a blessing, Daddy, to have a childhood held by
love.

Where Strangers Become Family

A group of volunteers arrives from

different places, different backgrounds,

different walks of life, and within days, they become
inseparable, bonded for life.

People can arrive alone

and leave with forty siblings.

Only here, Daddy, can strangers become family
in such a short and sacred span of time.



The Legendary Sai Quiz

And then there is the Sai Quiz Prelims,
a delightful battlefield of half-remembered facts and
full-hearted courage.

Here, fifty-year-olds transform into anxious
teenagers, scribbling answers with board-exam
intensity.

Then come the Sai Quiz Finals, where the
tension is real but the laughter is louder.
Only in your presence, Daddy,

can devotion and comedy sit so comfortably
together.

Songs That Carry Lifetimes

On the night of Sai Bhajan,

as we sang the songs of my childhood

in Saipatham, songs of Baba, of Saipatham, of you,
songs written by Gurubandhus across generations,
voices young and old blending together,

something deep stirred in my heart.

Certain lines suddenly felt like truth itself.

Lines like, “Kadaladu daivame guruvaye naaku,”
and the rising chant of “Gurudeva, Gurudeva,”
held decades of longing inside a handful of words.

It is strange how a single line can hold a lifetime of
feeling, how a simple melody can carry generations
of love from one voice to another.

Perhaps that is why songs survive longer than
memory.

Silence That Refused to Be
Recorded

As you know, we sit in silence for fifteen

minutes every year, from 1:45 p.m. to

2:00 p.m., to honour the moment of

your mahasamadhi at 1:51 p.m.

This year, something mysterious happened.

All eleven cameras in Sannidhanam and the Satsang
Hall stopped working at around :45 p.m.

It felt as though that moment refused to be recorded,
as if it asked us to experience it rather than observe it.
Maybe some moments do not want a witness.

Maybe some moments want to belong only
to the heart.

The Bubble Out of Time

Those fifteen minutes of silence felt like a deep bow
to you; a bow of gratitude, reverence, and something
beyond words.

For fifteen years now, we have gathered around you
at this exact moment, not crying and not clinging,
simply sitting in the quiet truth of what is.

Your loss was never an absence.

It was an overflowing presence.

Presence That Overflows

Daddy, your physical absence has
never felt like emptiness.

It feels like presence overflowing.
In voices, in silence, in footsteps,
in the very air we move through,
you linger like a quiet fragrance.

Wherever we sit, wherever we walk,
wherever we gather, you feel near.

A Quiet Miracle in the Medical Camp

This year, for the first time ever,
we had an ECG machine at our free medical camp.

It was not easy to bring it here;
so many permissions and so many requirements.
But somehow, it arrived.

One Gurubandhu took the free ECG test out of sheer
curiosity, and the result showed a silent heart attack.
No pain and no symptoms, he had been working tirelessly in

the kitchen since the day he arrived.

He received treatment immediately. A life continued because
a simple test was offered in your name.

Sometimes grace arrives ever so quietly.

Pradakshinas: Our Circle of Belonging

During the midnight pradakshinas around your samadhi,
| see faces | have known for years, faces | will know for
decades more.

We will walk around you for as long as our legs allow.

And even beyond that, Daddy, we pray our hearts
will continue the circle around you.

Around you, everyone walks in the same rhythm.
No one is faster. No one is slower.
Just one movement. One namam.

One heartbeat circling you.



Questions That Arise in the Quiet

Sometimes, in the most ordinary

and unexpected

moments, moments between moments,
in the small pauses of the day,

while inching forward in the

mandir queue or stepping out of
Dwarakamai into the light,

certain questions quietly

appear without warning.

What does it mean to be dlive here, now?
What remains when everything else falls away?
What is the essence of this existence?
Something within asks in silence.

And silence answers with more silence.
And | wonder, Daddy,

will these answers ever

reveal themselves to me?

The Bamboo That Lightened Like
Our Hearts

The bamboo stems in the decorations,
dark green at the beginning of Aradhana,
slowly faded to a soft and pale green by the end.

Wiatching them change felt symbolic,
as though the heaviness

we carried into this week

had also lightened,

shade by shade, as the days passed.

As the Final Day Draws Near

As the final day approaches,

the last night of namam,

the last satsang,

the last meal together,
everything starts to feel precious.

Every moment feels like
it wants to be held gently in the palm.

What Aradhana Really Is

Aradhana, in the end, is this :

a family gathered in sound, reflection, devotion, and
love.

A festival that you continue to shape even from the
unseen.

A celebration where your presence is not
remembered, it is felt. Aradhana is not an event
anymore.

It is a pilgrimage, a journey home that we take each
year to abide, to rejuvenate, to reflect, to reconnect,
to recalibrate, and to remember what matters.

To remember you, not as someone from the past, but
as the presence shaping our present.

Aradhana is the time when remembrance becomes a
living flame and love becomes prayer.

To feed a stranger, to smile at a brother, to sing one
line with feeling, these are offerings as sacred as
placing the Arati at your feet.

Aradhana is where the heart remembers itself.

It is where we remember you as the presence living
in all moments, not only the sacred ones.

Daddy, thank you for giving us a family, a home, a
path, a rhythm to walk to, and a love that returns
each year, deeper than before.

Daddy, when Aradhana ends, it feels as though time
exhales.

The crowds thin. The lights dim. The namam softens.
And yet something inside us becomes clearer.

As we take our final steps around your samadhi and
the last threads of namam drift into the night, |
realise that Aradhana does not close.

It simply shifts from sound to silence, from the outer
festival to the inner one.

For the true Aradhana continues in the way we live,
the way we love, the way we remember you in the
quiet choices of our ordinary days.

And so | leave this Aradhana the way | entered it, as
your child, held by your love, guided by your light,
and grateful beyond words for a life shaped by you.

With love, gratitude, and belonging,

Your daughter,

Sruti
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